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Abstract

The purposes of this research are 1) to study the comments of the elderly regarding
the use of social media and 2) to study the comments of the elderly regarding their media
literacy on the exposure of political content. This is a survey research conducted by using
a form of questionnaires to a sample group of 414 elderly whom the use of social media
on political content is eminent. It is found that despite the old ages, the needs of social
media use are varied including overcoming loneliness, relieving stress and raising feelings
of control. However, the elderly still bear physical obstacles and technological gaps as
shown by their concerns on the skill to control the use. For this reason, it is revealed that
the elderly’s skills on the exposure to political content are still limited, including the skills
to consider media owner, media appeal, media content, and media benefits. Although the
elderly’s skills are rated as medium low but it may causes the loss of benefits to the
elderly whenever they expose themselves to the content on social media.

Keywords: Media literacy, Social media, The elderly, Political content
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